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TheOutdoorCirclewishesto expressits supportfor mostof theconceptsin Bill 6, whichwill
give entitiesthatdo not own orrent theirown buildingsthe ability to announcetheirpresence
throughsigns.

We agreethatit is reasonablefor buildingsownerswho rentspaceto tenantsfor thepurposeof
holdingmeetingsto erecta“Directory Sign” identifying thetenants,asproposed.We also
concurthatit is reasonableto allow one“Wall Sign” for eachof thebuilding’s tenantsaspartof
thetotal sign areapermittedon thebuilding sideon which it is located.

However,wecannotsupporttheprovisionfor “Meeting Signs.” Thesesignswill likely be
sandwichboardsor“lawn signs” simplystuckinto theground—oftenin thepublic right of way.
Oneof the largestgroupsof entitiesaffectedby this changeis churches.Churchesalreadyare
oneoftheCounty’smostfrequentviolatorsoftheexistingsigncode. Numerouschurcheswho
do nothavetheirownbuildings,andsomethatdo, posttemporarysignson Fridaysand leave
themup throughSunday,andthenrepeattheprocesseachweekend.Manyofthemplacetheir
illegal signsin thepubicrights ofway. Someactuallyplacetheirsignson theshouldersofbusy
roadsandhighwayscreatingasafetyhazard.The churchesengagein this illegal andsometimes
dangerousactivity becausetheyknow therewill beno Countysign enforcementon weekends.

The OutdoorCircle receivesdozensof complaintseachyearaboutthesesigns. We havespoken
directlyto thepastorsofseveralchurcheswho turn ablind eyeto the law. Theyknow thatthey
arebreakingthelaw yet seldomif everstop theirillegal actions. By legalizing“meetingsigns”
thecountywill be rewardingthosewho for yearshaveknowinglybrokenthe law.

In addition,by legalizingthesetypesofsignsfor regularuse,theCouncil will becreatinga
problemthatwill leadotherentitiesto demandtheright to displaytheirown sandwichboards
andothertemporarysigns—orsimplystartusing themwithout authorization.This will create
moresign clutter in ourneighborhoodsandanevengreaterclogin aregulatorysystemthat
alreadyis strugglingto respondto violations.

TheOutdoorCircle annuallyreportsapproximately1000sign complaintsto theCounty
Departmentof PlanningandPermitting. In ournearly100 yearsofprotectingHawaii from
illegal andinappropriateadvertisingwehaveacquiredakeensenseofhow StateandCounty
signslawsimpactour communitiesandhowbusinessesreactto them. It is ourstrongopinion
that creatinganewsign class—”meetingsigns”—will resultin widespreadviolations. Thenet
resultwill bean everincreasingamountof signclutteracrossO’ahu.

PleaseamendBill 6 to adopttheWall and Directorysign elements,but delete“Meeting Signs.”
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